Part Four of Sermon Series on the Lord’s Prayer: “Hallowed Be Your Name”
Based on Matthew 6:5-9
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The Second Petition: “Nethqadash shmakh  / Hallowed be your name”

 The Lord’s Prayer (New Revised Standard Version)

Matthew 6:5-9 ~  5 “And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 6 But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 7 “When you are praying, do not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles do; for they think that they will be heard because of their many words. 8 Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him. 9 “Pray then in this way:
Our Father in heaven,
    hallowed be your name.

First Two Petitions of the Lord’s Prayer in Aramaic
Abwoon d’bwashmaya (Our Father in heaven) 
Nethqadash shmakh [nith-qah-dahsh shm-ah-kh] (Hallowed be your name)
 “Nethqadash” = set apart.    Neth / qadash.  qadash is the Aramaic word for ‘holy,’ ‘sacred,’ or ‘set apart’.  In the related Hebrew language, they use the word ‘kasher’ or ‘kosher’.  Have you heard of kosher food?

Shmakh: name. God’s name, or “Shmakh” is qadash, kosher, special, holy, set apart.
Psalm 8:1: “O Lord, our Sovereign, how majestic is your name in all the earth!”

Genesis 2:19 says that: “…whatever the man called every living creature, that was its name.” 
The third commandment states: “You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain” (Ex 20:7).  
When Moses asked for God’s name, “God said to Moses, ‘I AM WHO I AM.’ … This is my name forever, and this my title for all generations” (Ex 3:14).  My name is Ehyeh-Asher-Ehyeh: I am who I am. I shall be as I shall be. I am Being. I am Life.  
This is what Jesus was getting at when he used the Aramaic word “Abwoon” for God: the Oneness or Unity behind all that is and has brought everything that exists into being.
Scripture indicates that the Israelites believed in the power of God’s name. Psalm 20:1, for example, states: “May the name of the God of Jacob protect you.” The Jewish people were so concerned about the sanctity of God’s name that they came to believe that the most sacred name for God, YHWH (Yahweh), could only be spoken out loud on Yom Kippur and then only by the High Priest in the Holy of Holies within the Temple. God’s name is not spoken otherwise but is instead pronounced Adonai during prayer or when reading from the Torah.  Jews, and some Christians, additionally show respect by spelling God incompletely (and in flux) as G-d. In ordinary speech Orthodox Jews show deference for God by referring to God simply as HaShem, meaning “the Name”. 

“In his catechism Luther asks, “How is God’s name hallowed amongst us?” and his answer is, “When both our life and doctrine are truly Christian.” 
Please underline each place in Psalm 145 where you see the word “name”.   Please circle ○ all those places that indicate a quality or characteristic of God.

1 I will extol you, my God and King,
    and bless your name forever and ever.
2 Every day I will bless you,
    and praise your name forever and ever.
3 Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised;
    his greatness is unsearchable. …
8 The Lord is gracious and merciful,
    slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
9 The Lord is good to all,
    and his compassion is over all that he has made. …

The Lord is faithful in all his words,
    and gracious in all his deeds. 
14 The Lord upholds all who are falling,
    and raises up all who are bowed down.
15 The eyes of all look to you,
    and you give them their food in due season.
16 You open your hand,
    satisfying the desire of every living thing.
17 The Lord is just in all his ways,
    and kind in all his doings.
18 The Lord is near to all who call on him,
    to all who call on him in truth. …

21 My mouth will speak the praise of the Lord,
    and all flesh will bless his holy name forever and ever.

Acts 11:26 tells us that “it was in Antioch that the disciples were first called ‘Christians’.” Do you know what the word “Christian” means? It literally means, “little Christ” and that is what we are to be.  How is God’s name being hallowed by you? Are the qualities (attitudes, words, deeds) you are manifesting in your life consistent with your applying the name “Christian” to yourself? 
